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C O N T E N T S: 

 

o  San Diego British Meet 

o  Aston Martin announces Lagonda revival 

o  New ELECTRIC Mini! 

 

************************************************** 

 

"Try not to become a man of success 

 but rather to become a man of value." 

- - Albert Einstein 

 

************************************************** 

 

29th Annual San Diego British Car Day & Picnic, 2008 

(Three photo montage pages attached) 

See the full photo display at: 

http://picasaweb.google.com/blackdeath2008/BritishCarDayOct508?authkey=i_bIBelBxsA# 

 

by Bob Adams <blackdeath722003@yahoo.com> 

 

The 29h annual San Diego British Car Day took place at our new venue this year; Admiral Baker 

Field, the US Navy recreation center for the local area.  The move was necessitated after many 

successful years at a horse training farm in Fallbrook because of increasing traffic and parking 

problems.  The new facility is much larger and more centrally located and, for the most part, was 

approved by the southern California British car community. 

While a number of factors contributed to a slight decline in overall attendance this year, over 350 

cars came to join the festivities.  Trophies were awarded in the individual marque classes, with 

additional awards for "Best British Picnic", "Best British Beater" and "Best Club Display". An 

unusual racing bodied Bentley was judged "Best of Show".  

 

 

After a night of rain (unusual in these parts) the day dawned wet and foggy for the early birds who 

arrived at the park before 7AM for set up.  The fog burned off and by 8AM the sun came out and 

provided ideal "show weather" the whole day.  The large grassy area allowed us to set up the 

marques distinctly separated into little "islands of particular interest".  The honored marque this year 



was the Austin Healey Bug-Eye Sprite and that group was organized in a giant circle around the 

club's tent. 

 

We were very happy with the new location of British Car Day and look forward to it at the same 

location in 2009, first Sunday in October. 

 

Mark your calendar! 

 

*********************************************************************************

*****  

 

"Back in the Sixties, when we said that we wanted  

 to change society,  we should have been a little  more specific."             

 - -  Christopher Lloyd  (From the comic kiddie film, Camp Nowhere - 1994) 

 

*********************************************************************************

***** 

 

 

ASTON MARTIN CEO CONFIRMS THE REVIVAL OF THE LAGONDA MARQUE 

 

Aston Martin Chief Executive Officer Dr Ulrich Best has confirmed his 

intention to revive the Lagonda marque. 

 

In a statement today he said, "After my eight years with Aston Martin, four with profitability, and 16 

months of independence, it's time to think about a longer term future. Aston Martin is an honest, 

authentic brand which builds the most beautiful sportscars combining modern technology with 

craftsmanship. Next year we will launch the four door Rapide sportscar, and this will be followed by 

the project 'one 77', the most spectacular Aston Martin ever.  Aston Martins are currently available 

in 32 countries but we will remain limited in our market penetration by the pure character of our cars 

- sportscars. 

 

"We have now investigated and concluded that the revival of the Lagonda brand would allow us to 

develop cars which can have a different character than a sportscar, and therefore offer a perfect 

synergy.  Lagonda will use a unique design language as Aston Martin does. We will take elements of 

DNA from the past but will be very future orientated as we are with Aston Martin.  With Lagonda 

offering exclusive, luxurious and truly versatile products with high quality and usability and suitable 

for both existing and emerging markets, I believe we can be present in more than 100 countries in 

the world. 

 

"In 2009 Lagonda is about to celebrate its 100th birthday and in its centenary year we are confident 

that we will show the first concept of a car which could be in the market in 2012," he confirmed. 

 

submitted by John Voelcker 

****************************************************************** 

 



New electric Minis to be leased to to 500 specially screened drivers in Los Angeles, 

New York and New Jersey - Graphic attached and link to application below..... 

 

A NEW EXPERIENCE - DRIVING PLEASURE WITHOUT EMISSIONS: THE MINI E 

 

 Woodcliff Lake, NJ - October 18, 2008... The BMW Group will be the world's first manufacturer of 

premium automobiles to deploy a fleet of some 500 all-electric vehicles for private use in daily 

traffic. The MINI E will be powered by a 150 kW (204 hp) electric motor fed by a high-performance 

rechargeable lithium-ion battery, transferring its power to the front wheels via a single-stage helical 

gearbox nearly without a sound and entirely free of emissions. Specially engineered for automobile 

use, the battery technology will have a range of more than 240 kilometers, or 150 miles. The MINI E 

will initially be made available to select private and corporate customers as part of a pilot project in 

the US states of California, New York and New Jersey. The possibility of offering the MINI E in 

Europe as well is currently being considered. The MINI E will give its world premiere at the Los 

Angeles Auto Show on November 19 and 20, 2008. 

The MINI E's electric drive train produces a peak torque of 220 Newton meters, delivering seamless 

acceleration to 100 km/h (62 mph) in 8.5 seconds. Top speed is electronically limited to 152 km/h 

(95 mph). Featuring a suspension system tuned to match its weight distribution, the MINI E sports 

the brand's hallmark agility and outstanding handling. 

 

By introducing the MINI E, the BMW Group is underscoring the resolve with which it works 

towards reducing energy consumption and emissions in road traffic. The BMW Group is drawing on 

its unique technological expertise in the field of drive systems to develop a vehicle concept enabling 

zero emissions without renouncing the joy of driving. Putting some 500 cars on the road under real 

daily traffic conditions will make it possible to gain widely applicable hands-on experience. 

Evaluating these findings will generate valuable know-how, which will be factored into the 

engineering of mass-produced vehicles. 

 

The BMW Group aims to start series production of all-electric vehicles over the medium term as part 

of its Number ONE strategy. The development of innovative concepts for mobility in big-city 

conurbations within the scope of "project i" has a similar thrust, as its objective also includes making 

use of an all-electric power train. 

 

The energy storage unit: cutting-edge lithium-ion technology engineered specifically for use in the 

MINI. 

 

Based on the current MINI, the car will initially be available as a two-seater. The space taken up by 

back-seat passengers in the series model has been reserved for the lithium-ion battery. When in use 

in the zero-emissions MINI, the battery unit combines high output with ample storage capacity and a 

small footprint with power ratios that are unrivalled in this field of application so far. The lithium-

ion storage unit will have a maximum capacity of 35 kilowatt hours (kWh) and transmit energy to 

the electric motor as direct current at a nominal 380 volts. The rechargeable battery is made up of 

5,088 cells grouped into 48 modules. These modules are packaged into three battery elements that 

are compactly arranged inside the MINI E. 

 

The energy storage unit's basic components are based on the technological principle that has proven 



itself in practice in power supplies for mobile phones and portable computers. The MINI E's lithium-

ion battery can be plugged into all standard power outlets. Its charge time is strongly dependent on 

the voltage and amperage of the electricity flowing through the grid. In the USA, users can recharge 

a battery that has been completely drained within a very short period of time using a wallbox that 

will ship with every MINI E. The wallbox will be installed in the customer's garage, enable higher 

amperage, and thus provide for extremely short charging times. Wallboxes fully recharge batteries 

after a mere two-and-a-half hours. 

 

Driven by electricity: reliably, affordably and free of emissions. 

 

A full recharge draws a maximum of 28 kilowatt hours of electricity from the grid. Based on the 

car's range, a kilowatt hour translates into 5.4 miles. Besides the benefit of zero-emissions driving, 

the MINI E thus offers significant economic advantages over a vehicle powered by a conventional 

internal combustion engine as well. 

 

The heavy-duty battery delivers its power to an electric motor, which transforms it into thrilling 

agility. Mounted transversely under the MINI E's bonnet, the drive train unleashes its full thrust from 

a dead standstill. The MINI E's intense driving experience is augmented by its dynamic deceleration 

potential, which is also directly coupled to the accelerator pedal. As soon as the driver releases the 

gas pedal, the electric motor acts as a generator. This results in braking force, and the power 

recovered from the kinetic energy is fed back to the battery. This interaction ensures extremely 

comfortable drives – especially at medium speed with constant, but marginal, variation. In city 

traffic, some 75 percent of all deceleration can be done without the brakes. Making substantial use of 

this energy recuperation feature extends the car's range by up to 20 percent. 

 

Weighing in at 1,465 kilograms (3.230 lbs), the MINI E has an even weight distribution. Minor 

modifications made to the suspension ensure safe handling at all times. The Dynamic Stability 

Control (DSC) system has been adapted to this model's specific wheel loads. 

 

The MINI E's brake system comes with a newly developed electric underpressure pump. Its 

Electrical Power Assisted Steering (EPS) is the same as the one used in mass-produced MINIs. Both 

brake and steering assistance react to driving conditions and are thus extremely efficient. Even the 

air conditioning's electrical compressor only operates if desired or necessary. 

 

At first glance, the MINI E is obviously an iteration of the brand. But its design, which is the 

blueprint for the zero-emissions two-seater, has been complemented by a number of visual cues that 

point to its revolutionary drive concept. All of the units produced for the pilot project will have the 

same paintwork and bear a serial number on their front fenders. 

 

The MINI E's coachwork sports an exclusive combination of metallic Dark Silver on all panels but 

the roof, which is clad in Pure Silver. What distinguishes the zero-emissions MINI is a specially 

designed logo in Interchange Yellow, depicting a stylized power plug in the shape of an "E" set 

against the silver backdrop. It has been applied to the roof, in smaller dimensions to the front and 

back, to the charger port lid, the dashboard trim, and – combined with the MINI logo – to the door 

jamb, in slightly modified form. The color of the roof edges, mirror housings, interior style cues and 

seat seams will match the logo's yellow tone as well. 



 

MINI E customers will be part of a pioneering mission. 

 

A 500-unit, limited-production MINI E series will be manufactured through the end of 2008. The 

project will thus attain an order of magnitude that clearly exceeds the size of currently comparable 

test series. Putting the MINI E on the road on a daily basis will be a pioneering feat to which both 

the drivers and engineers of the first zero-emissions MINI will contribute as a team. 

 

MINI E customers will join forces with BMW Group experts to assist in the project's scientific 

evaluation. MINI E engineers accord high importance to staying in touch with the drivers on a 

regular basis, as this will help them analyze driver behavior besides vehicle characteristics in order 

to gain the most accurate and realistic picture of the demands placed on a vehicle with a purely 

electrical drive in the select usage areas. 

 

The cars will change hands based on a one-year lease with an extension option. Monthly lease 

installments will cover any required technical service including all necessary maintenance and the 

replacement of wearing parts. At the end of the lease, all of the automobiles belonging to the project 

will be returned to the BMW Group's engineering fleet where they will be subjected to comparative 

tests. 

 

Interested in signing up?........ 

 

http://www.miniusa.com/?eid=177&tid=624&deepLink=/learn/MINIE-

m&pid=2000492#/learn/MINIE-m 

 

Production in both Oxford and Munich. 

 

Production of the approximately 500 cars will take place at the company's Oxford and Munich sites 

and is scheduled for completion before the end of 2008. MINI's UK plant will be responsible for 

manufacturing the entire vehicle with the exception of the drive components and the lithium-ion 

battery, with the brand's series models rolling off its assembly lines concurrently. The units will then 

be transferred to a specially equipped manufacturing complex situated on BMW plant premises 

where the electric motor, battery units, performance electronics and transmission will be integrated. 

 

Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at: 

 

www.bmwgroupna.com 

www.bmwusa.com 

www.miniusa.com 

Submitted by John Voelcker 

 


